XI National Conference on Planetary Science

Bormio, February 4-8, 2013

Scientific Organizing Committee

Alberto Cellino (INAF, Observatory of Torino, Italy) Chair, Armando Blanco (University of Lecce, Italy), Fabrizio Capaccioni (INAF, IAPS, Roma, Italy), John Brucato (INAF, Observatory of Arcetri, Italy), Maria Teresa Capria (INAF, IAPS, Roma, Italy), Aldo Dell’Oro (INAF, Observatory of Arcetri, Italy), Maria Cristina De Sanctis (INAF, IAPS, Roma, Italy), Alessandra Rotundi (University of Napoli, Italy), Gian Gabriele Ori (University “D’Annunzio”, Pescara, Italy), Paolo Paolicchi (University of Pisa), Giuseppe Piccioni (INAF, IAPS, Roma, Italy), Giovanni Valsecchi (INAF, IAPS, Roma, Italy)

Local Organizing Committee

Mario Di Martino (INAF, Observatory of Torino, Italy) Chair, Alessandro Manara (INAF, Observatory of Brera, Milano, Italy), Giovanni De Sanctis (INAF, Observatory of Torino, Italy), Antonio Volpicelli (INAF, Observatory of Torino, Italy), Claudio Casacci (ADA)

Sponsorship

Istituto Nazionale di Astrofisica (INAF), Osservatorio Astronomico di Torino, Banca Popolare di Sondrio, Aviospace, Agenzia Spaziale Italiana (ASI), Compagnia Generale per lo Spazio (OHB CGS), Thales Alenia Space, SELEX Galileo, Vacuum FAB

FOREWORD

The 11th edition of the Italian National Conference on Planetary Science was held in Bormio (SO) from February 4 to 8, 2013. The large part of the community of Italian scientists interested on planetary science met to take stock of the status of researches in this field. Again the list of presentations testifies the multidisciplinary character of the Planetology.

Space missions have become of great importance as method of investigation in Planetology. This is demonstrated by the fact that about one half of the proceedings published in this volume are devoted to Solar System exploration, and in particular not surprisingly to the exploration of Mars. Several Italian groups are involved at high levels of responsibility in the development, carrying out and scientific exploitation of important space missions or part of them, providing concept and support for single instruments. However, ground observation, laboratory experiments and theoretical modelling do not lose their importance, and many Italian groups have well-established experience in those fields.

Last but not least, an increasing number of Ph.D. students and young researchers attended National Planetary meetings. This is a reason of great hope for the future of the planetological researches in Italy.

Aldo Dell’Oro