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FOREWORD

Italian planetologists and all Italian scientists interested in the field of the planetary sciences
meet periodically, about each 18 months, in a general assembly. The first one was held at Bormio
in 1996. This book gather the proceedings of the VIII National Conference on Planetary Science
held again in Bormio from January 21 to 25, 2008. During this traditional periodic meeting all
topics of the researches about our planetary system are discussed and new results presented.
Due to the interdisciplinary nature of the planetary science and thanks to the wide range of
competences among Italian planetologists, planetary researches are discussed from different and
complementary points of views of ground observation, space observation and space missions,
laboratory experiments, and last but not least theoretical studies.
Italian community has reached, after forty years of glorious tradition, levels of international
excellence in various branch of the planetary science, both on the ground of the fundamental
research and for what regards to the involvement in large projects of observation and exploration.
The aim of this book, following the previous editions, is to update the overview of the development of these researches in Italy. Of course, due to the high degree of internationalization of
the activity of the Italian planetologists, many foreign scientists have contributed to preparation
of the papers collected here. We express the wish that this fruitful collaborations will continue in
the future, as well as the tradition of the Italian planetary meetings.
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